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Abstract The aim of this essay is to discuss the reception of Joseph Conrad
in Japan. In particular, the focus will be on the relation between Conrad’s
works and the teaching of English in the Imperial Naval Academy and at the
High Normal Schoéol in Hiroshima from the 1920s to the 1940s. The
overview will reveal that there were certain characteristics in the reception of
Conrad throughout modern Japan: there were many people who read
Conrad’s works as English laﬁguage texts in high schools and universities, at
the same time there were a few people who considered seriously the
.importance of Conrad’s works to criticize western imperialism and
colonialism in the early 1940s. Maruyama Manabu, for instance, an English
teacher in the High Normal School, pointed out the importance of Conrad’s
works in a book in 1944. This case indicates a unique reception of Conrad in
modern Japan. So I will survey Maruyama’s career from the 1920s to the
1940s. Finally, I will demonstrate the limitations of the reception in Japan as
shown in Japanese Conradians’ attitudes toward the author.
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